
One way is to focus on the reduction 
of harmful greenhouse gasses at local, 
state, national and international levels. 
Another is to improve our ability to adapt 
to climate change. 

Compared to the rest of the region, climate change is having dramatically greater impacts 
to tribal communities and treaty-protected resources here in western Washington. The 
reason is that tribes are more closely connected to the natural world. We are dependent 
on natural resources for our cultural, spiritual and personal health and well-being. 

Today, every one of our treaty-protected resources is influenced by climate change. 
We need to take action now to protect future generations from its worst effects.
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SO HOW DO WE  
MOVE FORWARD? 

Increasing effects of climate 
change are being seen throughout 
western Washington and are becoming 
more severe. They include higher air 
and water temperatures, shrinking 
glaciers, decreasing summer stream 
flows, rising sea levels, stronger winter 
storms and higher ocean storm surges.

If you want to learn more 
about climate change, 

how it affects tribes, and 
what the tribes are doing 
about it, visit us on the 

web at nwtreatytribes.org/
climatechange.

For tribes, climate change is half 

of a double whammy that began more 

than 150 years ago when we signed 

treaties with the U.S. government. The 

treaties secured our rights to fish and 

hunt in exchange for nearly all the 

land in western Washington, but ever 

since then the region’s ecosystems that 

support those resources have been 

under steady attack. 

Today salmon populations 
are a shadow of their former 
abundance. We continue to 
lose salmon habitat faster than 
we can fix it. Most of our old-
growth forests have disappeared. 
Hundreds of acres of shellfish 
beds have become too polluted 
for harvest. The list goes on.

Our treaty-reserved rights to fish, 
hunt and gather shellfish have been 
consistently upheld by the federal courts. 
That includes the right for those resources 
to be protected from environmental 
harm. But our rights mean little if the 
productivity of those resources becomes 
too low to support harvest or if they 
disappear altogether.

We have always lived along the coast and in the watersheds 
of western Washington. We know these lands and waters better 
than anyone else. We are committed to working with local, state 
and federal governments to develop solid strategies to address 
climate change. We are also committed to sharing centuries of 
traditional knowledge to help others to identify, track and adapt to 
climate change trends across the region and throughout the world.

Just how much climate change 
is affecting tribes and tribal 

resources – and what we can do 
about it – is the focus of a new 
report from the treaty tribes in 

western Washington.


